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THE YELLOW FLAG PROGRAM…an introduction.

The yellow flag idea was first proposed by our group last year, when it was becoming apparent that some naturists occasionally felt uncomfortable at the beach, thanks to the presence of gawkers, lurkers and other “undesirables”. The concept was simple: members display a yellow pennant-shaped flag at their spot on the beach, identifying themselves as a “safe spot” - someone who was willing to help others should they ever feel uncomfortable, frightened or bothered by something or someone. Help could be as simple as providing a friendly place to sit for a few minutes, or addressing a more serious problem and perhaps summoning law enforcement if the need arose.
The idea worked well during the first few weeks of the 2004 beach season at Collins Beach on Sauvie Island.  During the first year of implementation, there have been at least seventeen reported cases in which someone was helped by the flag program, resulting in a positive outcome to a potentially negative experience. The majority of the cases involved groups of gawkers becoming a nuisance, but in one extreme instance, a pedophile was caught videotaping another family’s children playing on the beach, after an observant beachgoer spotted him and sought help from a yellow flag-bearer. The perpetrator left the beach without a working camera or the videotape (both of which were destroyed when he tried to hide the camera, still recording, by burying it in the sand). 

Shortly after implementation, the plain yellow flag concept was “enhanced” to include “ORCOBA” on the flags as well. This helps to identify other members to each other, as well as newcomers to the beach community, and they’re also a reminder to the undesirable element that there is an established, active network of naturists that will not tolerate inappropriate use of the beach. Law enforcement also recognizes the flags, and they work cooperatively with beachgoers to identify and resolve problems on the beach. To date, every reported incident has been resolved satisfactorily, without violence or conflict. The system is self-policing, in that the participants network with each other, and thus ensure that the flag program is not being misused by anyone. 
The program has enjoyed such success that it is being adopted at other clothing-optional beaches as well. It has even caught the attention of beach groups in Australia! Locally, naturists at Collins Beach and Rooster Rock now express a renewed sense of empowerment and ownership when it comes to our clothing-optional beaches. The idea works tremendously well, thanks to the willingness of so many individuals that believe in it, and choose to get involved in making the beach community a better place for everyone.
We sew and print our own flags, and sell them for a few dollars via mail and on the beach itself. Proceeds go toward funding ongoing projects and activities by our group, including making more flags. It’s one example of how local naturists can use a grass-roots solution to make a good thing even better!
To participate in the Yellow Flag Program as a member of ORCOBA, you must simply agree to the following guidelines of conduct:
· You agree to not use the flag as a means of attracting other individuals for the purpose of any activity considered inappropriate in family-oriented settings.

· You agree to avail yourself in any reasonable fashion to anyone who requests your assistance, including providing a spot to sit, answering questions (as able) about ORCOBA, the beach, or other related topics, helping to summon law enforcement if necessary, communicating with other flag-holders or ORCOBA members to address problems on the beach,  etc.
· You agree to casual, random visits on the beach by other flag-holders as part of the self-policing aspect of the program. 

· You agree to represent yourself as an ambassador of the beach, protecting non-sexual, family-friendly nude recreation, and defending the values and principles of ORCOBA and The Naturist Society.  
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